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Welcome to the instrumental music program at Desert Edge High School! The 2017 - 2018 school 
year should be an exciting one, and I am looking forward to an excellent year full of music. My aim is to 
help you learn as much about music and allow you to become the best performer possible. But when it 
comes to success, please remember this simple equation:

Effort = Value

The more effort you put forth, the greater return you will get from your musical experience.
A simple phrase comes to mind when I prepare to teach or perform music: Am I ready to PLAY 

music? I never find myself asking if I am ready to WORK music. Music was meant to be fun; however, 
music takes practice and that is what I expect from you. Take a few minutes to read the information 
within this handbook. I believe all the information within these pages is important. Read and let me 
know what you think! As always, should there be any questions, come see me or we can set up an 
appointment to chat. Thanks in advance, and here’s to a great year.

The Music Contract:

The music contract has been included with this handbook so that you, the student and the 
parent/guardian, can acknowledge your reading and understanding of the material contained within. 
My goal is simply to encourage everyone to learn about my expectations. Please sign the half sheet of 
paper (parent/guardian AND student) and return to the director’s office.

Music Room Rules:

The band room can be a chaotic area at times and certain rules must be followed while in the 
band room. They are as follows:

1. Respect

Rehearsals and Extra Rehearsals:

Rehearsing is required for superior performances. Everyone is expected to attend every rehearsal 
(which is usually our scheduled class time). The closer we get to a performance, the more critical it is for 
everyone to be in attendance. Please schedule appointments for other times.

Extra rehearsals are required for the Scorpion Marching Band to assist in raising the performance 
level. If an extra rehearsal is called, I will always try to give at least 2 weeks notice to allow for 
rescheduling of other appointments. Every student is expected to make every effort possible to make the 
rehearsals. I understand that illness and other unavoidable conflicts can occur, so extra effort will be 
required from the student to make up the time lost. Extra rehearsal time will be counted towards the 
students’ grades and all marching band members are expected to attend. I understand that many 
students have other interests and those will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Thank you for your 
understanding.
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Performances:
It should go without saying that every performance is crucial. This is our time to shine! In most 

music classes at the high school level, there is an inherent performance requirement. These performances 
are our assessment, if you will. Therefor, everyone involved in the ensemble needs to attend the 
performance. I will make every attempt to make sure that at least two weeks notice is given before every 
performance. More than likely, concerts and performances have been scheduled for the entire year. Look 
for new calendars regularly.

Should you need to miss a performance entirely, please pick up an advance absence request from 
Mr. Traugott’s office. Fill out the form and return it to Mr. Traugott at least two weeks before the 
performance is scheduled to happen. Remember: the rest of the ensemble is counting on you to be at the 
performance – DON’T LET THEM DOWN!

Performance Attire:

Scorpion Marching Band: (You will be assigned a uniform, but you need to be aware of)
No jewelry is to be worn on the outside of the band uniform Long Black Socks  
No earrings (use bandaids to cover holes for performances) Clean, polished marching shoes  
No face make-up or hair products Band T-Shirt/shorts worn under the uniform 
Long hair should be braided and tucked into shako Gentlemen – Clean shaven or well trimmed facial hair

Jazz Band: 
 Button up collared shirt

Black Pants
Black Socks
Black Shoes

Beginning Band/Symphonic Band/Guitar:
Ladies: Gentlemen:
Black slacks/pants Black slacks/pants
Black shoes and nylons/socks Black shoes and socks
Tuxedo shirt w/bow tie OR Tuxedo Shirt w/bow tie
White blouse Black coat if available

Music and Music Folders:
Music folders will be given to each student, and each student will be expected to organize and 

keep their music protected within the folder. Any mutilated or destroyed music will result in a fine at the 
end of the school year. It is relatively simple to keep music where it belongs and take care of the property 
that you are borrowing.

If you are an instrumentalist in the Scorpion Marching Band, you will be required to have a flip 
folder for football games in the stands and on the field. There are many music stores from which you can 
purchase these. I encourage you to make sure you have at least 10 pages in you flip folder.

Grades:
Grades in band and other music classes are meant to be rewarding. I will never say, “Band is an 

easy A,” but if you are trying your best and showing up to rehearsals, chances are good that you will 
receive a positive grade. Learning about music takes time, energy, dedication, hard work, and a lot of 
passion. Don’t expect a good grade unless you are putting forward your best effort.
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Grades are a direct result of students’ participation within a class. Music is a performance-based 
pursuit whereby concerts are the culminating activity designed to show the effort, work and progress of 
all students involved in the class. Each class will have its own particulars with regards to grades, but 
every class will require performance attendance. Please make sure to get a syllabus for your particular 
ensemble to make sure you understand how you will earn your grade.

Attendance:
I expect everyone to be at rehearsal, ready to rehearse, when rehearsal times begin. Everyone 

should be in the room when class begins and preparing to learn. This includes having music, extra reeds, 
valve oil, sticks/mallets, water, and whatever else you may need for rehearsal.

Within the Desert Edge High School Music Program, we have a “dress rehearsal” attendance 
policy. This will typically be the day of the performance, and if a student misses rehearsal that day, they 
will not be able to perform with the ensemble at that event. Sometimes pieces are dropped, cuts made, or 
other crucial decisions made that if a student is not at rehearsal to hear, they may have an unexpected 
solo or worse. We want every performance to be its best!

One final note about attendance: If your child is involved with the marching band, please try to 
schedule appointments around our rehearsal time. I know this can be challenging and not always 
possible, but one missed rehearsal could mean a lost rehearsal for everyone. I hope you understand. 
With regards to the other performing ensembles, please avoid setting appointments during our class 
time when we are within one week of our performance. Things can move quickly during these last 
few rehearsals, and it is critical for the ensemble that all members be present.

Being Excused from Performances:
Sometimes things come up! But remember, your fellow students rely upon you to perform your 

necessary part within the ensemble. When you fail to perform those duties, the entire ensemble suffers. I 
ask that you seriously think about the ramifications of your missing a performance. Should you have no 
other choice but to ask for dismissal from a performance, here is what I ask you to do:

• Get an excuse form from Mr. Traugott. These will be located on his office door.
• Submit the explanation (form) to Mr. Traugott at least 2 weeks (14 days) in advance of the 

performance. Should this deadline be missed, the absence may not be excused.
• Await a final decision from Mr. Traugott regarding the absence. This should occur within 

three days of the request.

One final note regarding performance absences: Work is not a valid excuse and will never be considered in 
excusing absences. You will have a calendar of events for the year and should be able to schedule work around your 
performance. Performances are a part of music class. If you are unable to meet this expectation, please consider 
other options.
Technology Expectations: 

• Students will use the computers/technology as instructed to do so by the teacher. 
• Students will treat the computers/technology with respect. 
• Problems with technology are not an acceptable excuse for late submission of your assignments. You 

MUST assume that technology will fail you at some point. You cannot and should not assume that 
everything will go smoothly when it comes to the internet, e-learning course management tools, and 
computers. It is incumbent upon you to PLAN AHEAD and not leave your projects for the last possible 
moment. 

•
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• The student will: 
 obey copyright laws and properly cite sources when using online resources;  
 not share my passwords with another person; 
 not harm other people or their work; 
 not trespass in another’s folders, work, or files; 
 not write or draw on the device or apply any stickers or labels that are not property of the District; 
 Handle the device carefully and ensure others do the same;  Not leave the device in places of extreme 
temperature, humidity, or limited ventilation (e.g., in a car) for an extended period of time;  Secure the 
device when it is out of their sight. The device should not be left in an unlocked locker, a desk, or other 
location where someone else might take it;   
•  Students must bring the device to school every day to be used in class.   
•  Students are permitted to use the device at home, they are responsible for bringing it to school every 
day, fully charged.  

No Right to Privacy. The devices are District property; therefore, the District may examine the devices 
and search their contents at any time for any reason. Neither students nor parents/guardians have any right 
to privacy of any data saved on the device or in a cloud-based account to which the device connects. 

Desert Edge High School Band Instrument 
Checkout Policy 

Distribution 
Every student is expected to own or be renting their own instrument by the time they reach high school. 

There are certain exceptions to this rule including those students who play instruments too expensive or specialized 
for purchase or those families in economic hardship. Each case will be dealt with on a one-on-one basis. If you are 
renting an instrument from the school and the instrument is damaged or destroyed while in your possession, you 
may be responsible for its repair or replacement. Just be careful! 
 I will not provide reeds, valve oil, slide grease, or any other accessory required for the operation of your 
instrument. It is your responsibility to make sure you are prepared for class. In addition, percussionists are expected 
to have a pair of drum sticks, a pair of yarn mallets, a pair of hard plastic mallets, and preferably a pair of timpani 
sticks. 

Lockers 
Lockers will be assigned by the Band Director. It is not a students right but privilege to use the lockers. Students are 
NOT REQUIRED to use the lockers but may if they wish. The school and faculty are not responsible for any 
personal items left in the lockers. Please make sure you lock your lockers. Locker privileges may be taken away if a 
student misuses their locker or is unable to keep it clean and tidy. 

Parent Responsibilities 
Parents/guardians will be financially responsible for their child’s equipment and school instruments which includes: 
intentional damage to any part of the item, negligence due to lack of care and maintenance, or loss due to theft or 
misplacement. If a family is unable to pay in full, a payment plan can be arranged with the school. The student is 
responsible for the care and maintenance of his or her equipment. Students must oil valves, oil keys, keep all the 
slides greased, swab, wipe down outside, and care for its case. Students must tell the director if something is wrong 
with the instrument as soon as a problem is noticed before it worsens into more costly repairs and could then be 
considered negligence. If instruments need to be cleaned, students will be given notice. Students must remove all 
personal items from instrument case or it will be discarded. 

Band Department’s Responsibilities 
The Band Department will be responsible for ordering instruments and keeping an updated 
inventory. The director will determine if the damage to any of the issued items was due to wear and tear or 
negligence. All damages will be determined by the Director and discussed with the parents/guardian. The director 
will be responsible for the repair of damages due to expected wear and tear. 
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Fund Raising:
The unfortunate truth about band is that it costs an incredible amount of money to run a music 

program with such a high standard as we have at Desert Edge High School. We need your help.
I am hoping that over the course of the year, we will have opportunities for willing people to 

offer assistance in both working fundraisers and/or donating time to the program through building 
backdrops, hauling our trailer or anything else that you feel may be needed.

I am always interested in ideas and hope that all parents get involved with their child’s music 
education as well as their overall educational experience. It is a proven fact that those students with 
parents involved with their activities tend to have higher success rates than those who do not. So please 
consider getting involved and help us out if you can.

Band Boosters:

The DEHS Band Booster Organization is the parent group that helps the band in any way 
possible. The entire membership meets monthly. In order for our band to be successful we need YOUR 
help! The students love having their parents around (even if they don’t tell you). Our Booster group is 
made up of a wonderful group of people who work to make sure we have what we need. The role of the 
Band Booster’s is to support the band program in any way needed. What it really means is that you are 
helping your student be successful through fundraising, helping at the concession stand, pulling the 
trailer...etc. We hope to see you at the meetings. You are automatically a member! 

Private Lessons:
It is highly recommended that every student consider taking private lessons. Those interested in 

the advanced music ensembles should plan on taking private lessons. Nothing can take the place of 
individualized study time with an expert on any given instrument.

Concert Etiquette:
I believe it is important for everyone involved with the Arts to understand, participate, and teach 

others what concert etiquette is. This is what is expected of concert attendees:
Remain seated – this is to ensure there are no distractions during an ensemble’s performance. 

Parents, please keep small children with you at all times. If you must leave the performance, please try to 
exit between pieces.

No talking – remarkably enough, I often hear conversations taking place during many concerts 
and shows I attend. Be courteous and attentive.

Turn off all cell phones and electronic devices.
Applause is appreciated when appropriate. Directors usually lower their hands when finished 

with a multi-movement piece, and small ensembles typically stand for acknowledgement. An exception 
happens with jazz and marching band: if you hear something you like, let them know right then!

Support the entire program – please stay for the entire concert and not just your portion of it. I 
will attempt to make each concert short enough in duration to not bore everyone, but long enough in 
content in order to make the experience both pleasant and rewarding. 
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Did you know this class is featured as part of the Conservatory of Arts and Design Signature 
Programing at Desert Edge High School? With that said, thank you for choosing to enroll into a 
Conservatory class. By choosing to enroll into this class, you are now entering the beginning, middle, or 
end stage for completing one of the featured disciplines within the Conservatory of Arts and Design. You 
may have further questions, so please read through the FAQ(s) with your instructor to clear up any 
confusion. 

FAQ(s) 
What is the Conservatory of Arts and Design at Desert Edge High School? 

Established in the 2014-2015 school year, the Conservatory of Arts and Design is a leader in the field of 
student-centered education dedicated to the stimulation of Creativity - Performance - Presentation - 
Production - Response - Connectivity for all learners through the arts. 

Who can be part of the Conservatory? 

Desert Edge students who demonstrate interest, desire, and/or talent for the arts will be immersed in a 
community created for Desert Edge students to help reach their highest aspirations and to ensure all 
Desert Edge students are College and Career Ready . 

What are the focused discipline programs featured within the Conservatory? 

The Conservatory of Arts and Design features two types of fine arts, which are visual arts and performing 
arts. Under these two categories are the specific programs; Dance, Music, Theater, and Visual Art . 
Students can choose an individual program(s) to focus and develop artistic and design skills during their 
Desert Edge Academic Career. Four classes must be completed under a discipline in order to gain 
recognition as a Conservatory student. For further information please review the Conservatory 
programing discipline page and check off any classes that you have already completed. 
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How do I complete a Conservatory of Arts and Design program? 

In order complete a featured discipline (Dance, Music, Theater, Visual Arts) within the Conservatory of 
Arts and Design, a DE student must complete 4 classes listed under a featured Conservatory discipline 
and in addition a Conservatory student must CREATE a Capstone project his or her junior or senior year, 
which will be presented and evaluated by a panel of faculty. 

What is a capstone project? 

The Capstone Project is a process in which students pursue independent research on a question or 
problem of their choice, engage with the scholarly debates in the relevant disciplines, and - with the 
guidance of a faculty mentor - produce a substantial project that reflects deep understanding. 

Examples of past Capstones Projects were community murals, a women in jazz performance, and 
managing Arts Cafe. 

● A completed application and established mentorship must be completed before enrolling into a capstone 
project. All materials are on the Conservatory of Arts and Design website. 

Why is the Conservatory of Arts and Design important for my academic success? 

 1. The Conservatory provides focused time for you to develop your skills.  

 2. You will be immersed in an environment shared with passionate people with a variety of  
skill levels, experiences, and knowledge.  

 3. Your instructors are passionate and knowledgeable and want to push you forward.  

 4. You will participate in a holistic arts-based experiential learning environment.  

 5. The process will prepare you for College and Career Readiness.  

 6. Your talents will be unlocked and shared with your community which will provide you  
with increased exposure time.  

Where can I find information about the Conservatory? 

Please visit the Conservatory of Arts and Design web page located on the Desert Edge High School home 
page. If you have any questions, please ask your instructor or contact Mr. Williams at 
rwilliams@aguafria.org .  
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RIGOR, RELEVANCE, and RELATIONSHIPS

!  

15778 W. Yuma Road, Goodyear, AZ  85338   Phone:  623-932-7500   Fax:  
623-932-7502

Signature Program 
The Conservatory of Arts and Design 

To be considered a completer and earn recognition, a student must complete 4 classes (see footer) within a discipline 
and complete 1 capstone project.    

Visual Art      Theater       
• Fundamentals of Art                                      •     Theater I 
o Drawing and Painting                                          º     Theater II 

▪ Drawing and Painting 2                               •     Theater III 
o AP Art Studio                                                •     Film and TV 
o Sculpture and Ceramics                                •     Interior Design 

▪ Ceramics 2                                      •     Film and Media 
▪ Metals 

• Graphic Design  
• Interior Design 

Music                      Dance       
• Beginning Band                                                          •     Beginning Dance 

o Marching Band                                                   º     Intermediate Dance 
o Symphonic Band                                                      •     Performance Dance 
o Jazz Band                                                     •     CAPSTONE 
o Percussion 
o Guitar                                                         In order to be a completer in the track of Dance in the 

• Beginning Choir                                                      Conservatory, the student must have three years of 
o Show Choir                                                progressive dance classes at Desert Edge plus a  
o Concert Choir                                            Capstone Project and at least one year in performance 
o Men’s Choir                                               dance. 
o Treble Choir 

CAPSTONE PROJECT 
a process in which students pursue 

independent research on a question or 
problem of their choice, engage with the 

scholarly debates in the relevant 
disciplines, and - with the guidance of a 
faculty mentor - produce a substantial 

project that reflects deep understanding.

Dr. Adam Schwartz
Assistant Principal

Mr. Talmadge 
Tanks

Assistant Principal/

Mrs. Julie Jones
Principal

Mr. Dan 
Grumbling

Assistant Principal

Desert Edge High School



Acknowledgement Statement

I, __________________________ and _____________________________, have read and understood
Student’s Name Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name

the Desert Edge High School’s Music Handbook. I also understand the importance of following rules and 
doing everything I/we can to assist in the progress of this program. The student will make every attempt 
to do the best s/he can within the class and adhere to the policies set out within the handbook.

Signed,

______________________________________________ ____________________________________
Student Signature Parent Signature

________________________ ______________________
Date Date

Activity Consent 

DEHS Student: ___________________________ is hereby given my permission to participate in DEHS 
Band Activities during the 2018-2019 school year. It is hereby understood that the consent and 
authorization hereby given and granted are continuing and are intended to continue throughout the 
current school year. I understand that my student is expected to have appropriate behavior and follow all 
directions. If my child is unable to follow expectations, I will be expected to retrieve my child at my 
expense. I understand that my child is expected to wear the appropriate uniform for each performance. 

____________________________________________________ ________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 

Consent for Emergency Care 

Be it known that I the undersigned parent of the above named student do hereby give and grant unto any 
medical doctor or hospital my consent and authorization to render such aid, treatment or care to aid in an 
emergency as deemed necessary. Consent given as per participation in all DEHS Band activities both on 
and off campus and for interscholastic activities sponsored or sanctioned by the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association, inc., of which the above named high school is a member. 

It is hereby understood that the consent and authorization hereby given and granted are continuing and 
are intended to continue throughout the current school year. 

_____________________________________________ ________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
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Insurance Information 

Insurance Carrier: _______________________________ Account Number: _____________________________ 

Name of primary insured: ________________________________________

Birth Date of primary insured: _______________________ 

Please list any medications that are needed for your child and their dosage. Give all medications (over the 
counter and prescription) to Mr. Traugott before departure. They should be in their original container and 
properly labeled. Students should obtain these medications from the designated chaperone or Mr. 
Traugott as needed. 

Medication: ___________________________ Dose: __________________ Times: __________

Medication: ___________________________ Dose: __________________ Times: __________

Medication: ___________________________ Dose: __________________ Times: __________

My student may be given the following if needed: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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